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WHO AM I?

• 1983 moved to Lamoni and joined 
Graceland to teach Computer Science 

• 2014 retired as Professor Emeritus in 
Comp Sci from Graceland University

• 2014 became a Rose Hill Board Trustee

• I wanted to create a cemetery website

• Today Rose Hill’s Secretary/Treasurer, 
Sexton, Records & Website Manager

Jim Jones

Q: Who owns the cemetery? What is its origin story? How does it connect to our history?



1881 first burial

• Albert P. Dancer, 20 yr old

• Son of Rosalia & David

Dancer 
Land

Rose Hill Cemetery
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Rose Hill Cemetery

David Dancer
1827-1898

Elijah Banta

N

Wm A. Hopkins

Henry
Stebbins



Rose Hill Cemetery

Tool Shed

1881 first burial

1886 Rose Hill Established

• Rosalia donated this land

• Lots 1 to 551 were platted

Center line of Section 3

Lot Grid Map
1922 Deed

20x40 rods

330’ x 660’

1886

5 acres       

WHAT WE 
ONCE BELIEVED

X
UNANSWERED QUESTIONS:

• Why is the deed dated 1922

• Why isn’t lot 1 in NE corner

From 1934 article in Chronicle 
and local historian Alma Blair

Treasure Log

Lot 1

https://lamonirosehill.org/search/RoseHillGrid.pdf


Rose Hill Cemetery

Tool Shed

1881 first burial

1886 Rose Hill Established

• Rosalia donated land A

• Lots 1 to 551 were platted

1898 purchased land B

• Bought from RLDS church

• Lots 552 to 958 got added

Center line of Section 3

1898

2 acres

1898 Deed

8x40 rods

132’x660’

B

1922 Deed

20x40 rods

330’ x 660’

1886

5 acres       

A

WHAT WE 
ONCE BELIEVED

Lot Grid Map

1898 Plat Map
Original Town of Lamoni

Lot 1

Shape & Size 
was consistent 
with our belief

https://lamonirosehill.org/search/RoseHillGrid.pdf


Aug 3, 1898 
Deed

for

Parcel B

Seller: 
RLDS Church

Buyer:  Trustees  
of Decatur Co. (?)

Price: $150

Size/Dimensions: 
     2 acres
     8 x 40 rods

 “for cemetery purposes”



Oct 7, 1922 Deed for Parcel A

20 x 40 rods

We BELIEVED this was the first deed 
for parcel A, recorded 36 years late



An Expense Entry That Made Me Look Twice

1887
?

Rose Hill Cemetery

BACK

?For what?

To Whom?



The Elusive 1887 Deed

Assumptions:

• An 1887 deed must exist at courthouse: 4 ½0 acres sold at $81

• That deed will unlock clues about the 5 acres deeded in 1922

At Courthouse: 1880s deeds indexed by first letter name of Seller or Buyer

• I assumed Dancer sold it (unsure of buyer), so I used Seller index “D”

• Bad News – Hundreds of D. Dancer sales (Order of Enoch’s top landholder)

• Good News – Fewer entries of Dancer sales in Section 3

• Bad News – not found in 1887… not found in 1886 … keep going?

• FOUND IT in 1885

Rose Hill Cemetery



Seller: David & 

Rosalia Dancer

Cemetery is given its name: 
Rose Hill Cemetery

Signed Oct 20, 1885

300’ x 588’
(4 1/20 acres)

Buyers: 1st Trustees Elijah Banta,
Rosalia Dancer, and Seth M. Bass

Price: $115
Not donated;
Not $81 All prominent city leaders;

Rosalia is clearly the key influencer;
Not owned by RLDS, Bishop, etc.

Not 5 acres;

Nonrectangular         
in 1898

Same day city leaders in Leon filing to 
incorporate City of Lamoni (Dec 1885)

Not Rosehill

Not just Rosalia

IMPLIED BY Oct 20th DATE:

Rose Hill was being created 
as THE cemetery for newly 
incorporated City of Lamoni



Tool Shed

Rose Hill Cemetery

X

4½ acres0

Center line of Section 3

1881 first burial

1885 Rose Hill Established

• Dancers sold us land A
• Lots 1 to 551 were platted

620’

660’

588’

WHAT WE 
NOW KNOW

300’ x 588’

1885 Lot 1

Lot 551

Dancer 
Plots

Lot Grid Map 10 rows   10 rows

https://lamonirosehill.org/search/RoseHillGrid.pdf


1881 first burial

1885 purchased land A

1898 purchased land B

• Bought from RLDS church

• Lots 552 to 958 got added

Tool Shed

Rose Hill Cemetery
1898 Plat Map
Original Town of Lamoni

2 acres       4.5 acres       

1898 1885
(assumed)

300’ x 588’

300’ x 660’

Center line of Section 3

620’

660’

588’

8x40 rds

132’x660’ WHAT WE 
NOW KNOW

AB

Everyone assumed A & B lined up. 
(thus 6.5 acre rectangle).

Lot 1

10 rows   10 rowsLot Grid Map

https://lamonirosehill.org/search/RoseHillGrid.pdf


1881 first burial

1885 purchased land A

1898 purchased land B

1922 updated land A

• Added one more row
• Added road along E edge
• Shuffled and added lots

Tool Shed

Rose Hill Cemetery

2 acres       5 acres       

1898 1922
update

20x40 rods

330’ x 660’

Center line of Section 3

620’

660’

588’

8x40 rods

132’x660’ WHAT WE 
NOW KNOW

AB 30’ more

11 rowsLot Grid Map

https://lamonirosehill.org/search/RoseHillGrid.pdf


Rose Hill Cemetery

Tool Shed

1881 first burial

1885 purchased land A

1898 purchased land B

1922 updated land A

1922 purchased land C

• Paid $1,164 to RLDS for it

• Lots 959 to 1862 added

Center line of Section 3

1898

2 acres

B

1886
1922

5 acres       

A C

5.4 acres       

1922

Lot Grid Map

https://lamonirosehill.org/search/RoseHillGrid.pdf


Rose Hill Cemetery

1968
24.2 acres added

Farmland (future cemetery)

Old Cemetery       New Cemetery

36.6 acres total

12.4 acres       

1881 first burial

1885 purchased 4.05 acres

1898 purchased 2 acres

1922 updated first part to 5 acres

1922 purchased 5.4 acres more

 Old Cemetery (in Sections)

 New Cemetery (in Blocks)

1968 major expansion East & North

• 24.2 acres at $6K from RLDS church

• Paid $1K plus $500/yr +5% interest

1968



Rose Hill Cemetery 1970

2009
TODAY

35.5 acres total

Farmland (future cemetery)

Old Cemetery       New Cemetery

1881 first burial

1885 purchased 4.05 acres

1898 purchased 2 acres

1922 updated first part to 5 acres

1922 purchased 5.4 acres more

 Old Cemetery (in Sections)

 New Cemetery (in Blocks)

1968 major expansion of 24.2 acres

1970 & 2009 sold or gifted pieces

• To city for water plant & well

1968



• The logbook was probably acquired in the 1890s or 1900

• The first years entries were backdated (from receipts & recollections)

• The $81 was memory error, unless $34 paid to Graham & Walker is related

Why was the Treasurer Log so wrong?

Why was the 1922 deed issued?

• North border had to move since burials existed north of it on Dancer land

• East border had to move 30’ to adjoin with RLDS land we were also buying

Rose Hill Cemetery Questions Answered



Rose Hill’s RLDS Connection

• The RLDS church has never donated any land or funding for Rose Hill

• All land deeds show the Trustees of the cemetery as the new land owner

• 1901 bylaws placed oversight authority with Lamoni RLDS congregation

• 1905 minutes recorded approval for Rose Hill to be transferred to the city

• Problem: 25¢ lot assessments were inadequate and hard to collect

• Solution: if city-owned then a cemetery tax assessment was an option

• Aborted: an upcoming 1906 Iowa law let cities pay a non-city cemetery

Rose Hill is a wholly-owned affiliate of Lamoni CofC congregation and it gets 
its 501(c)3 status through the parent organization, Community of Christ

Rose Hill Cemetery



Burial Data

Lot Owners

ELECTRONIC DATABASE

Plat Map Treasurer Log

Sexton Log

HOW DID WE GET OUR ELECTRONIC RECORDS

Obituaries

Funeral Logs

Uploads:
IAGenWeb.org

sites.rootsWeb.com (pink list)

1990s

Official
  Upoad

LamoniRoseHill.org

Headstones

FindaGrave.com

WWW
Ancestry.com

circular 
source echo

https://lamoni.advantage-preservation.com/
https://lamonirosehill.org/search/funeral/book6/
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~iadecat2/rose_a.htm
https://lamonirosehill.org/search/BurialsByNameTable.html


PROs
• Can be made public on the Web

• Can search quickly to find something

• Can sort it in many ways to answer questions and find errors

• by DOD – Who died most recently? Who was first? Who was first veteran?

• by Age (DOD minus DOB) – Who was the oldest? How many infant burials?

• by Lot ID – Who else is buried in the same lot?

• by Location – Does the reported order match what I see at the cemetery?

Electronic versus Hardcopy Records

CONs
• Shorter lifespan than handwritten

• Must be converted to new formats and media

• Upgrades and conversions can have side effects on the data

QUESTIONS

Rose Hill Cemetery



With a BY LOCATION burial list in hand I walked burials row by row and…
The Dancer family headstones were MISSING from the listing for their row !

How’s it possible? …first burial …most notable family …huge monuments …was I wrong

CASE #1 - A Surprising Error Discovered in 2020



Sexton’s Log

This column has NAME of 
Lot Owner but often not 
entered in sexton’s log

Should say
D. Dancer too

Burials were never entered for 

• Albert Dancer

• David Dancer

• Rosalia Dancer

• Anna [Dancer] Zimmerman

• Esther Dancer

• Elizabeth Dancer

• And 3 young children

BACK

– Dancer Lots



Treasurer Log

BACK

10/25/1886 - D. Dancer paid $45 
for lots recorded on deeds 9 & 10

First part of log shows David Dancer 
as the owner of 9 lots, at $5 each

– Dancer Lots
page 100



Cemetery Plat Map

BACK

– Section 2 and Dancer Lots



Headstone Inscription Notes

Created by Barbara Lee Collins & Arline Tilford

An unfortunate placement of names 

from separate monuments on the 

page misled the transcriber to think 

these children were Dancers children.

Lot 282 makes sense if burials were on 

west side of headstone instead of east. 

Non-standard engravings likely confused. 

It should be lot 278 (in the next row west).

Logical Assumptions
(but wrong) 

BACK



DANCER FAMILY PLOT

East

West

WHAT WE THOUGHT

• The Dancers are buried in the 
first (west) row of family plot

• Burials are on the opposite side 
of the headstone engravings

• The 3 infant stones are in the 
Dancer plot, thus Dancer infants

Alfred A.  -  Ruth E.  -  Helen V. 

Rose Hill Cemetery



WHAT WE THOUGHT

• The Dancers are buried in the 
first (west) row of family plot

• Burials are on the opposite side 
of the headstone engravings

• The 3 infant stones are in the 
Dancer plot, thus Dancer infants

Alfred A.  -  Ruth E.  -  Helen V. 

DANCER FAMILY PLOT

East

West

Stebbins

middle
same

Stebbins

Alfreda

Henry 
Stebbins

Rose Hill Cemetery

WAS REAL



Case #2 - Curious Error in Lot 672

• Lot 672 has a James A. Ballantyne 1921-1921 marker

•  • Lot 672 has no burial entry in sexton log

• Record search for him comes up empty

• A likely candidate exists 7 years later: 
James Arthur Ballantyne 1928-1928

➢ May 1928 Obit and Funeral Record

➢ J.C. Ballantyne paid for lot 672 on 
12/13/1928 in the Treasurer Log

If this is in error, how is that plausible?

ANSWER – Marker was installed after 
Dec. 1941 when White Funeral Home 
became White-Marsh Funeral Home. 
It’s plausible the wrong year was given

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/52830934/james-arthur-ballantyne#view-photo=223965320
https://images.findagrave.com/photos/2023/15/52830934_873883b3-857a-4809-87c7-65c0637891eb.jpeg


Questions?

Acknowledgements:

Hale and Barbara Lee Collins Alma Blair
Arline Tilford David Mohler
Volunteers, Boards, Sextons 



N                     S

Cemetery 101
Traditional Orientation for Burials and Headstones

East

DOE
Jane            John

1920-1995   1918-1992

• Burials that face eastward
• Eastern Star, Sunrise, New Life

• Names on west face of stone
• Read without standing on grave

• Sometimes not followed

• Wife left (N), husband right (S)
• Same sides as for wedding vows

• Often not followed



1. Handwritten records were not intended for public or historical use
• Sexton typically focused only on name and burial plot – not dates , full names, or other details

• Names were often abbreviated (Mrs. Parsons, J. Doe) or misspelled (Herington vs Harrington)

2. Headstone inscriptions may contradict obituaries, vital records, or true burial locations
• Monuments that are installed decades later may be based on faulty or forgotten information

• Monuments placed while a person is still living will not have a future name change due to marriage

• Obituary of the first deceased spouse very likely has more accurate info than that of the second

• Widows who have a joint headstone with first spouse may decide to be buried in a different space than 

what the headstone implies, in order to be buried between first and second spouses

3. Errors get codified during the shift from written to public electronic records
• Typos and other data entry mistakes get a life of their own once they get online (and AI may use it too!)

• Rigidly preserving misspelled names from historic records hinders electronic search

• Although the public is helpful in reporting errors, triple check before deleting what you think is a 

duplicate or adding what you think is a missing record since you may end up changing history

4. When a grave is disinterred and relocated, old obits or burial notices are inaccurate

BARRIERS TO ACCURATE CEMETERY RECORDS
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